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A new record: Major publisher retracting more than 100 studies from
cancer journal over fake peer reviews

with 7 comments

Springer is retracting 107 papers from one journal after discovering they had been

accepted with fake peer reviews. Yes, 107.

To submit a fake review, someone (often the author of a paper) either makes up an
outside expert to review the paper, or suggests a real researcher — and in both
cases, provides a fake email address that comes back to someone who will invariably
give the paper a glowing review. In this case, Springer, the publisher of Tumor
Biology through 2016, told us that an investigation produced “clear evidence” the

reviews were submitted under the names of real researchers with faked emails. Some [

of the authors may have used a third-party editing service, which may have supplied

the reviews. The journal is now published by SAGE.

The retractions follow another sweep by the publisher last year, when Tumor Biology
retracted 25 papers for compromised review and other issues, mostly authored by researchers based in Iran.
With the latest bunch of retractions, the journal has now retracted the most papers of any other journal
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