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AHA SCIENTIFIC STATEMENT

Drug-Induced Arrhythmias

A Scientific Statement From the American Heart Association

ABSTRACT: Many widely used medications may cause or exacerbate a

James E. Tlsdale PharmD,

variety of arrhythmias. Numerous antiarrhythmic agents, antimicrobial FAHA, Chail

drugs, psychotropic medications, and methadone, as well as a growing
list of drugs from other therapeutic classes (neurological drugs, anticancer
agents, and many others), can prolong the QT interval and provoke
torsades de pointes. Perhaps less familiar to clinicians is the fact that
drugs can also trigger other arrhythmias, including bradyarrhythmias,
atrial fibrillation/atrial flutter, atrial tachycardia, atrioventricular nodal
reentrant tachycardia, monomorphic ventricular tachycardia, and Brugada
syndrome. Some drug-induced arrhythmias (bradyarrhythmias, atrial
tachycardia, atrioventricular node reentrant tachycardia) are significant
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